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Announcing the Winners of the "Meeting Disaster: How to Prepare and Respond" Changemakers Innovation Awards Competition
Each winner is awarded a $5,000 cash prize 

The Changemakers community voted for the winners from a slate of eight finalists selected by a panel of judges. The three winners are: 
· Building Low-Cost Disaster Resistant Housing Programs with Women (Peru) constructs housing units using the prefabricated components they produced themselves, providing disaster resistant housing to low income communities while generating livelihoods. 

· Building Sustained Nationwide Participation - Pre/Post Disaster (India) maintains a network of grassroot organizations that recycle goods to the needy and provide relief supplies for a wide range of disasters with greater speed and sensitivity to the needs and values of the recipients than most relief agencies. 

· Garifuna Disaster Response as Proactive, Holistic Development (Honduras) uses Garifuna traditions and values to acquire land for rebuilding; build and repair homes, community centers, schools and businesses; equip schools and health centers; and restore livelihoods and food security. 

View the 3 winners and 8 finalists, selected from a field of competition entries on Changemakers.net.
Breaking News on Changemakers:  "2005 Lessons Learned: The Power of Community Participation," a report on how the tragedies of the past year (tsunami, hurricanes, earthquakes) give us surprising insights about the best ways to prepare for and respond to disasters. See http://www.changemakers.net/journal/300510/raghav.cfm
New Feature on Changemakers:  Have you successfully pioneered an innovative solution to a social problem? If yes, then we'd love to hear from you! Tell us about your work and you may be added to a global directory of changemakers and selected to be showcased as the "Changemaker of the Month."  Enter online at http://www.changemakers.net/se_entry.cfm 

Next Innovation Award Competition:  "How to Improve Health for All" launches on March 15. 

The Changemakers Innovation Awards series is based on a unique “open source” format where participants compete by entering the best solutions to pressing social issues while collaborating to advance current initiatives. Please join us today at Changemakers.net and spread the word to those in your network.
About Ashoka: For the past 24 years, Ashoka has invested in more than 1,500 leading social entrepreneurs with systems-changing ideas from 53 countries. These Ashoka Fellows are selected for their innovative and practical ideas to address social needs in fields such as economic development, health, environment, learning, human rights and civic participation. www.ashoka.org 

About Changemakers:  this initiative of Ashoka focuses on the rapidly growing world of social entrepreneurship. It provides practical resources needed to help everyone become a changemaker and presents compelling stories that explore the fundamental principles of successful social innovations around the world. Changemakers is building the first global online "open source" community that competes to surface the best social solutions, and then collaborates to refine, enrich, and implement those solutions. www.changemakers.net
